
Estate Planning 
Checklist



LEGAL DISCLAIMER

Estate.Studio  is not a law firm. It does not practice law, and it is not giving you any legal advice. The information we 
provide you in this report and elsewhere is intended solely for informational purposes only. Your estate is unique and 
has highly specific facts. Exceptions often exist to general rules. Therefore, do not rely on this information. Consulting 
with a qualified attorney is necessary in order to obtain legal advice and implement a solution for your specific facts, 
needs and goals. If you do not have a qualified attorney with whom that you feel comfortable and trust, feel free to use 
our professional directory to find one. 

You are using our software at your own risk. By using our software, you expressly release, waive and discharge 
Estate.Studio , its agents, employees, attorneys, successors and assigns from any and liabilities, claims, damages or any 
other harm that you may incur as a result of using our software, working with attorneys on our directory, or otherwise 
relying on information provided in any materials found in this report, our website or otherwise. For more information, 
see our terms of use and privacy policy.  
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ESTATE PLANNING  
SIMPLIFIED
Congratulations on taking the first steps forward in your estate planning journey. Really.  

Estate planning can be one of the most beneficial things you can do for yourself and your loved ones. It’s also incredibly 

easy to procrastinate and put off for later. But the truth is, none of us knows what the future holds. 

Estate planning is for everyone. Let us guide you through your journey so you’re more informed and better equipped 

to make the right decisions for you and your family.



WHAT IS ESTATE PLANNING?
Estate planning is a proactive process that involves organizing and managing your affairs and assets, 
both during your life and after your passing. It encompasses a range of activities, from designating heirs 
for your property to ensuring your healthcare wishes are followed. 

It's about giving you peace of mind, knowing that your wishes will be honored so you and your loved 
ones will be cared for in the best possible way.



DO I HAVE AN ESTATE?
Yes! Every adult has an estate. You don’t need significant wealth to have an estate. Your estate is a 
collection of everything you own — big or small.



Most people think estate planning is just about assets and beneficiaries.

ESTATE PLANNING MYTH

Assets Beneficiaries



But there’s a lot more to consider. Things you haven't thought of could impact you and your loved ones.

ESTATE PLANNING REALITY

Debt & Liabilities

End-of-life Wishes

Business Succession

Family Dynamics

Photos & Videos

Subscriptions & Memberships

Inheritance Protection Protecting Assets During Life

Assets

Data (Phone, Computer, Cloud)

Messages to Loved Ones

Social Media Accounts

Insurance

Beneficiaries



WHY DOES IT 
MATTER?
This report serves as your compass in the world of estate planning. It helps you 

understand where you are and charts a course for where to go next. It reveals 

gaps that need to be addressed and risks that need to be mitigated. 

  

You are taking control of your legacy. You're ensuring your wishes will be 

respected, loved ones will be cared for, and assets will be distributed as you 

intend. Protect the ones you love.



THE RISKS
From lost assets to unfulfilled end-of-life wishes, the risks are real. 

Strained Relationships: Inadequate planning can create conflicts among 
family members over asset distribution and interpretations of your wishes. 

Legal Disputes: The absence of valid estate documents can lead to 
complicated and costly legal battles. 

Unfulfilled Wishes: Lack of clarity in end-of-life wishes could result in 
family fighting and other actions you never intended. 

Financial Pitfalls: Debts and liabilities can become a burden, reducing the 
inheritance for your beneficiaries. 

Tangled Web: Leaving a complex mess of digital and physical assets for 
loved ones to sort out adds unnecessary stress during a painful time. 

Personal Exposure: Left unprotected, sensitive personal data may lead to 
theft or misuse.



WHAT IS PROBATE?
When someone dies, their estate usually goes through probate. Probate is the legal process of administering a 

person's estate upon their passing, where a probate court typically examines and distributes the assets. 

This process starts by determining whether the deceased left a valid will, which typically outlines how the assets will 

be distributed, simplifying the process. Without a will or testamentary document, the court follows the state’s legal 

guidelines to distribute the assets. This can lead to a costly, painful process that usually takes years to resolve, 

especially if creditors are involved.



PROBATE COURT COST
Estate value is between: 

<$100K: $3,000 

$100K and $900K: 3% of the estate’s value 

$1M and $3M: 2.5% ($25K+) 

$3M and $5M: 2% ($60K+) 

$5M and $10M: 1.5% ($75K+) 

$10M+: 1% ($100K+) 

6-12 months: Minimum 

These costs are 100% avoidable.

Estate administration complications occur regularly and 

can exponentially increase costs. Amounts vary by state.



There are a few documents to be familiar with: 

• Advanced Care Directives. A written statement of your 
wishes regarding medical treatment, often including a 
living will and a healthcare proxy, used if you become 
unable to communicate or make decisions.  

• Deed. A legal document representing property ownership 
that can also be used to transfer property ownership 
from one person to another. 

• Last Will & Testament. A legal document where you 
specify how you want your property and assets 
distributed after your death, and you can also name 
guardians for any minor children. 

• Living Will. A document that outlines your preferences 
for medical treatment and care if you become unable to 
communicate or make decisions for yourself.

ESTATE DOCUMENTS



ESTATE DOCUMENTS
• Healthcare Proxy. A document that designates someone 

to make medical decisions for you if you are incapacitated 
and unable to communicate your medical treatment 
preferences. 

• Power of Attorney (POA). A document that gives 
someone else the authority to make decisions on your 
behalf, usually related to financial matters or healthcare, 
especially if you're unable to make those decisions 
yourself. 

• Promissory Note. A written agreement where one party 
promises to pay another a certain amount of money by a 
specified date. 

• Title. A title is a legal document representing property 
ownership, such as a house or a vehicle. It provides proof 
of who owns the property. When a property is sold, the 
title is transferred to the new owner to officially show the 
change in ownership. 

• Trust. A legal arrangement where one person (the trustee) 
holds and manages property or assets for the benefit of 
someone else (the beneficiary).



WHO’S WHO?
• Beneficiary. A person or entity designated to receive 

assets or other benefits. 

• Decedent. A person who has died.  

• Descendent. A person who is directly related to you and 
comes after you, like your children, grandchildren, and 
great-grandchildren. They are the family members who 
stem from you on a family tree. 

• Executor. The person appointed by a testator (or court) to 
carry out the terms of the will or testamentary document.  

• Guardian. The person legally appointed to care for and 
make decisions on behalf of another person. 

• Health Care Proxy. Similar to a Health Care Surrogate. 
The difference is the proxy is appointed to the role when 
no surrogate has been designated. 

• Health Care Surrogate. The person you authorize to 
make medical decisions for you when you cannot.



WHO’S WHO?
• Heir. Similar to a beneficiary. The difference is that an heir 

is also a descendent (or close relative) of the decedent. 
When there’s no will, heirs become the beneficiaries. 

• Testator. A deceased person with a will or testamentary 
document (gender-neutral).  

• Testatrix. This is an antiquated term for a female testator. 
While testatrix is not commonly used, you may still see the 
term in some states.  

• Trustee. A trustee is a person or entity appointed to 
manage and administer assets for the benefit of a third 
party. The trustee is responsible for handling the assets 
according to the terms of the trust agreement and in the 
best interests of the beneficiaries. 

• Trustor. A trustor, also known as a settlor or grantor, is 
the person who creates a trust. They transfer ownership of 
their assets into the trust, setting out terms for how these 
assets should be managed and distributed by the trustee 
to the beneficiaries.



The #1 Person NOT to Forget 
When Planning.
With all of the buzz about assets and beneficiaries, one person is often forgotten about 

in the planning process — you. 

There may come a time when you cannot care for yourself due to incapacitation, illness, 

or disability, leaving you reliant on a caregiver. Choosing the wrong caregiver can leave 

you particularly vulnerable. Neglect, isolation, abuse, and theft are all very real threats. 

Your caretaker plays a profound role in your quality of life.  

With advanced care directives, you’re documenting your wishes for care, so you aren’t 

leaving things to chance.



Life is unpredictable, and change is 
inevitable, but leaving your loved ones 

unprotected isn't. Safeguard their future.



Keep your “digital estate” 

updated in a secure platform to 

make it easy for others to find 

and manage your estate when 

you cannot.

Secure “Digital Estate” 
Storage

Compile a comprehensive list of 

all your assets and debts for a 

clear financial picture for your 

family so they aren’t left 

searching. 

Asset and Liability 
Inventory 

Your dependable companion, helping you stay 
organized as you plan for the future. 

Decide, document, and 

centralize information on who 

will inherit your assets, who will 

manage your estate, and how 

essential decisions are made. 

Representatives and 
Beneficiaries 

Secure your future by storing 

essential documents such as 

wills, trusts, and powers of 

attorney, guaranteeing your 

wishes are upheld.

Legal and Other 
Documentation 



Our platform makes it simple to store, update, and 

retrieve your essential estate planning records, from 

wills to trusts and powers of attorney. Secure access 

means your vital information is always ready when 

needed, giving you and your loved ones clarity and 

assurance for the future.

Effortlessly Manage Estate Documents

Estate planning records at your fingertips.



Whether it's legal advisors, financial planners, 

business partners, or family members, you'll ensure 

that the executor of your estate has the information 

they need at their fingertips.  

This centralization simplifies the executor's task, 

providing a clear roadmap to honor your wishes, 

easing the transition for your loved ones and 

ensuring your legacy is preserved exactly as you 

envision.

A Lifetime of Connections

Every vital relationship in one accessible location.



Stay on top of your coverage with our user-friendly 

platform, where you can effortlessly track policy 

details, update information, and ensure that you and 

your loved ones are fully protected.  

With everything accessible in a few clicks, you'll have 

the confidence that comes from knowing your 

insurance affairs are in order, now and for the 

future.

Secure Your Peace of Mind

Organize all your insurance policies in one place.



Here, you can create a rich tapestry of memories 

through video messages, heartfelt letters, and 

vibrant memory collages. Our Time Capsule allows 

you to share wisdom, love, and life stories, creating a 

precious legacy that will guide and inspire your 

family for future generations.

Preserve Your Story, Embrace the Future

Estate.Studio's upcoming Time Capsule feature 
invites you to immortalize your personal 
narratives.



ESTATE PLANNING SIMPLIFIED
Estate.Studio  handles the heavy lifting when gathering, organizing, and securely storing your 
estate documents so you can stop worrying about whether or not your loved ones are protected.  

Less uncertainty, better organization, and a simplified process — that's our promise. 
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SIMPLIFYING YOUR 
JOURNEY

S T E P  T W OS T E P  O N E
S T E P  T H R E E

Answer a few questions to get an objective 

view of your estate and the steps you should 

take next to protect the ones you love.

Complete The Assessment

Share access with trusted contacts and 

professionals so the right people have access 

during every step of the journey.

Add Your Trusted Contacts

Let us guide you through collecting and 

organizing your essential estate planning 

details so they are available when needed.

Log Into Estate.Studio
™

Y O U  A R E  H E R E



Estate Planning  
Attorney

Financial 
Advisor

Insurance 
Professional

Tax Professional  
Accountants

My.Estate.Studio
Contacts: 
Trusted Individuals

STOP SENDING, 
START SHARING



PROFESSIONAL 
COLLABORATION
It's a breeze to keep your trusted advisors in the loop. No more repeated 

explanations or rummaging through heaps of paperwork. Invite your chosen 

attorneys, financial advisors, and others to collaborate on your account.  

Your estate information is neatly organized in your digital estate. This means 

less time spent on the back-and-forth and more time making the most of your 

professionals' advice.



Log In
https://My.Estate.Studio

Need Help?
Support@Estate.Studio

Get Started
https://My.Estate.Studio/Register

https://go.estate.studio/mes
mailto:Support@Estate.Studio
https://go.estate.studio/gs

